ness of Roman emperors. Millions had died of star-
vation in India under his regime. His disappearance,
therefore, marked the end of a chapter which Britain
could not remember without shame, and India, with-
out indignation.
XV
THE SWIFT MARCH OF EVENTS
The Potsdam Conference converted the all-power-
ful German Reich into a four power dependency. Then
came the Atomic Bomb. If Germany was broken and
reduced to slavery, heroic Japan was in ashes.
India became what Lord Lastowel described as
"a high priority issue." The immediate issue before
America and Britain was to organise their influence
in Asia so as to render Russia's ambitions innocuous.
Their obvious course, therefore, was to strengthen
Turkey, the Middle East. Iran, India and China in
order to thwart Russian plans. The Labour Govern-
ment was not slow to perceive that with its resources
and strategic position India was the key to peace in
the East. Its manpower was an unlimited reservoir
of strength. A free and strong India was, therefore,
recognised as the greatest factor for stabilising demo-
cratic influence in Asia.
(1)
In 1940, in a personal letter to Lord Linlithgow,
I had stressed the need for a national government in
India in order to stabilise Asia. After 1945, after the
world had a blood bath of incomparable ferocity, it
came to be recognised that Asia could not be stabilised
without a national government for India with plenary
powers.
The British government then decided to hold the
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